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MW# 159-210201 
 

Topic:  Textured Finish Considerations 
 
 
In a previous Technical Bulletin, MW#145, we 
discussed how color could change somewhat 
depending upon how it dries.  Another variable is how 
we view color due to texture differences.  Arguably, 
texture can change the appearance of color more than 
any other factor in the application process. 
 
Texture differences are a normal, natural phenomenon 
within any texture selection.  Master Wall varies the 
textures in our Superior Finishes with finely graded 
aggregate of similar, or different sizes.  All textures are 
hand-made and subject to the limitations of surface 
absorption & condition, temperature, humidity, and 
technique. 
 
Texture changes color by increasing or decreasing the surface roughness or variation.  Bolder aggregates 
tend to change the color appearance somewhat and finer aggregates lessen this effect.  The type of plastic 
float used will also affect the appearance and color of the finish.  Some provide a firm grip while others 
simply skim over the top of the aggregate. 
 
As color and texture are highly dependent upon the technique, Master Wall® suggests that the approved 
sample be made using the same techniques planned for the field.  This way, everything can be verified to 
the approved sample. 
  

Differences in color and texture.  For the 
project above, consistency was required.  The 

project below used texture variations and 
Vintique as an accent. 
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Suggested Tips & Techniques 
 
These are some tips in techniques for making the most of 
your walls: 
 
Samples 
Some projects require samples of the colors and textures.  
You may supply some standard samples, but for very critical 
applications, field application using the same tools and 
techniques may be the best representation of what to expect 
in the final texture. 
 
Color/Texture Matching 
Master Wall’s tinting process is simplified to allow tinting of 
all our tint bases with the same color formula.  While 
providing good color matching, it may not match exactly 
when different textures are used of the same color.  Please 
contact Master Wall for exact formulas if attempting to 
match both color and different textures on a wall and we can 
provide a starter formula. 
 
Application 
Master Wall Superior Finishes are formulated for 
professional production application.  This means they apply 
quickly and easily and are typically applied and textured in a 
quick operation.  Less open time typically translates to fewer wash-offs in the field compared to slower 
setting products. 
 
The same tools and application technique gives consistent finish results.  If more than one individual is 
floating the wall, make sure they are using the exact same float and using the same floating technique.  
Take care at scaffold transitions so not to overwork or underwork the finish. 
 
 

Same color, different looks.  The sample 
on the upper right was worked harder 

leaving a grainier appearance and a 
darker looking color.  The sample on the 
lower right was under-worked leaving a 

smoother, lighter looking color. 



Technical Bulletin 
Corporate: P.O. Box 397  •  Fortson  •  Georgia  •  31808  •  800-755-0825  •  FAX 706-569-6704 

 

Disclaimer 
This Technical Bulletin is published for general informational purposes only and is not intended to imply that these are the only materials, procedures, 
or methods, which are available or suitable.  Materials, procedures, or methods may vary according to the particular circumstances, local building 
code requirements, design conditions, or statutory and regulatory requirements.  While the information in this Technical Bulletin is believed to be 
accurate and reliable, it is presented without guarantee or responsibility on the part of Master Wall Inc.® 
 

masterwall.com 
 
2021 Master Wall Inc.®                                                                                                                                                                Rev. 2/21 

 
 
 
Where bolder texture definition is desirable, the finish can be slightly over-worked to increase the grain.  
This gives a deeper recess and more color variation.  Take care not to overwork to the point where the 
aggregate is falling off the wall leaving the color behind.  A more aggressive neoprene float will grip the 
aggregate better giving a bolder texture. 
 
Under working can sometimes be accomplished by floating with a harder/unseasoned plastic float.  This 
limits aggregate movement resulting in a smoother overall texture. 
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